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7 Magheru Boulevard, Sector 1, Bucharest, postal code 010322, Tel/Fax: 40 21 310 07 89; 40 21 312 74 74  

REGULATIONS OF THE CONTEST
“EDELWEISS” – IVth Edition
The “Educational Campaign on Child’s Rights” is a project developed by the National Authority for the Protection of Child’s Rights, with the support of a consortium of companies led by  LDK Consultants (Greece) and financed by the European Union, through the Phare Program RO 2003/005-551.01.01.01
The forth edition of the “Edelweiss” contest is organised within the framework of the before-mentioned project in partnership with the Children High Level Group and the Ministry of Education and Research. The competition is dedicated to the children that need a better chance in their life (children that are in the child’s protection system, children that are eligible for receiving social scholarships and children with disabilities that are registered in the records of the Complex Evaluation Office  from DGASPCs – General Directions for Social Assistance and Child Protection), with ages between 14 and 18 years (that have already turned 14 years old by the 15th of September 2006 and that have not turned yet 18 years old until the 15th September 2006). 

The contest aims at identifying children who have special talents in one of the following nine fields:

1. Literature (poetry, essay, journalism)

2. Music (vocal, instrumental)

3. Dance
4. Theatre (acting)

5. Fine arts(painting, drawing, sculpting, caricature) 

6. Liberal arts (foreign languages, history, biology, geography)
7. Real sciences (mathematics, physics, chemistry, informatics)

8. Sport (children that practice an individual sport or members of a team) 

9. Other talent (fashion designer, ambient design, tapestry, folk art, media/multi-media) 

In each child’s protection service, in each DGASPC office, in city-halls, as well as in any other place considered suitable by DGASPC, but also in all schools with the help of the School Inspectorates, posters will be exposed. Through these posters, children are invited to join the contest and apply for one of the nine categories, mentioned before. The posters will also present the modalities to aplly for the contest. 

Children that want to participate shall prepare an individual application file, which shall include:

1. A copy of the birth certificate or identity card:
2. Presentation and motivation letter, in which children shall present themselves (age, year of study, etc.), shall write down the reason for which they wish to participate in the contest, what are their achievements so far, what they would like to do in the following years, what they will do if they win, what kind of support they will need in the following years, to develop their talent etc;

3. Recommendation letter, written by the teacher/ trainer who prepares the child in the field/category for which the child is competing at and/ or by a person closed to the child who knows his/her skills and aptitudes;

4. Works portfolio (where the case). 

The participants from each county/sector shall send their application file directly to the General Direction of Social Assistance and Child’s Protection from the respective county/sector or they shall submit them at the high-school’s /school’ secretariat where they study, that will further forward them to the County School Inspectorate. The deadline for submission of the application files to DGASPC or School Inspectorate is 31st of October 2006.
Each DGASPC and County School Inspectorate shall designate a person responsible for organizing the county stage of the contest. These persons shall have the following responsibilities:

· They shall make sure that the application files include all  the needed elements;

· They shall supervise  County Commission creation;

· They shall represent the secretariat of the County Commission and shall send the reports regarding the process of selection at county level to ANPDC. 

· They shall send  the application files to ANPDC

The County Commission 

The Commission shall be formed by experts in each field for which an application file was submitted, preferably personalities from that field. 

After checking the candidates’ eligibility, the Commission shall select the most talented children in the respective filed, at county /sector level, based on the application file, the results of the written/practical test and the interview.

Eligibility requires placing the candidate in one of the 3 categories mentioned: children that are  in the protection system (the existence of the decision of placing them in this system of the Child’s protection Commission or  judicial instance), children that are entitle to receive social scholarship  (County School Inspectorate must check the compliance with the conditions provided by the existent legislation ) and children with disabilities registered in the records of SEC within DGASPC (existence of the certificate for placing them at a certain handicap degree  or of the certificate of school orientation).

The selection at county level shall nominate maximum 9 winners from each county, one winner for each of the 1st places for each of the 9 fields of the contest.

The winners of the 1st  place at county level, that shall participate at the national stage of the competition, shall be awarded with an “Edelweiss” participation diploma.

The County Commission shall send the files to the finalists, accompanied by the report of the Commission for each candidate, as well as by their works attached, to the National Authority for the Protection of Child’s Rights, Attention Mrs. Nicoleta Preda. 

The applications and the works shall be send via a fast courier or they can be directly submitted to  the NAPCR premises.
The National Commission

The National Commission shall be made of specialized juries on each of the 9 fields of the contest. Each jury shall be made of personalities from the respective field.

Participation at “Edelweiss” contest is individual. The group participation shall be accepted. 

The 9 finalists from each county/sector of the city of Bucharest shall come to Bucharest for two days and shall participate at the Award ceremony. Children’s transportation and their companions’ transportation from the counties to Bucharest and back shall be assured by DGASPC and the County School Inspectorates, and the transportation and accommodation in Bucharest for maximum 9 children / county and maximum one companion/county shall be assured by the organizers. 

At each of the 9 categories, 3 winners shall be nominated (places I, II and III). 

The prices for the winners of the contest shall be:

· I Prize with a value of 1.500 Euro 

· II Prize with a value of 1.000 Euro 

· III Prize with a value of 500 Euro

Besides the above mentioned prizes, the 27 winners of the contest shall be awarded the “Edelweiss” diploma. 

After the selection of the winners, all the finalists shall participate in the Award Ceremony (on the 20th of November, according to the calendar in the appendix). 

Award Ceremony
The Award Ceremony shall take place in Bucharest, on the 20th of November. The prizes shall be awarded by the personalities that will be part of the Evaluation Commissions at national level. The ceremony shall last approximately 2 hours. 

The Organizing Committee

In order to ensure a smooth running of the entire event, an organizing committee shall be established, formed by:

· Mariela Neagu – Children High Level Group 

· Nicoleta Preda – National Authority for the Protection of Child’s Rights 
· Manuela Vitu – LDK Consultants  
· Cornelia Horumbă – LDK Consultants 
Contact person for any clarifications or questions:

Cornelia HORUMBA – Project Administrator, phone 021-336.41.46/48, fax 021-337.14.67, mobile 0721.06.07.24, e-mail cop@ldk.ro
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